
Minutes – O/H SLS Council Meeting, May 22, 2014 

 

Leeann Dooley, Little Falls 

Wendy Egresits, Whitesboro 

Vicky Greenman, Richfield 

Springs 

Krista Hartman, MVCC 

Deirdre Joyce, CLRC 

Zane Mahar, Sauquoit Valley 

Margaret McNamara,  

Holland Patent 

Carol Rahme, Utica 

Cindy Staley, Dolgeville 

Mary Sundberg, Poland 

Frank Sutliff, West Canada 

Valley 

Heather Urtz, MidYork 

 

Absent: Vicky Greenman, Krista Hartman, Zane Mahar, Frank Sutliff 

I. Lunch with C3 Members – The SLS Advisory Council joined the Communication 

Coordinators Committee for lunch before the start of the meeting. 

II. Call to Order- Meeting was called to order at 12:33 by Mary Sundberg. 

III. Approval of Minutes – Deirdre Joyce moved that minutes from the previous meeting 

be approved; Heather Urtz seconded the motion. 

IV. Pilot Programs –  

a. OPALS e-book module: three schools are currently piloting an e-book module 

available from OPALS that will manage e-book records, loans and passwords.   

b. Brain Hive: five libraries are piloting Brain Hive, an e-book product that 

works on a model of $1/per loan.  The books are available on computer or 

mobile device, and budgets can be partitioned for distribution by time, or by 

class.  Books can also be purchased with unlimited usage, so that they can be 

used for classrooms or grades, with access by all students at the same time.   

c. OPALS student borrowing – eight schools will pilot an option available from 

OPALS that will allow ILL borrowing by students, rather than by librarian. 

V. State of the State Budget – At present the SLS does not have figures, but it appears 

that we will not lose money.  Pat will email the Council when figures are available.   

VI. Coordinator’s Report – A full copy of the report will be posted on the Advisory 

Council’s webpage.  Items Pat highlighted include:  

a. Special Client Groups - the numbers for this element of the Plan of Service are 

generally lower than we would like, however support is given in general ways 

that cannot be accurately accounted for.  Leeann Dooley volunteered to send 

information about services available from the SLS to other administrators in 

her district. 

b. Professional Development/Continuing Education –  

1. The SLS gave mini-grants to five districts, so that staff members 

could attend the NYLA-SSL Conference in Syracuse.   

2. The SLS will provide scholarships to five districts for the 

Educational Leadership Institute being held at Cornell University in 



August.  The focus for the institute is the state’s research model for 

the Common Core.   

3. Grovo licenses are available through the SLS.  Grovo offers online 

courses and assessment on a variety of technology products and 

services.  Contact the SLS if you would like to explore Grovo. 

c. Coordinated Services/ Cooperative Efforts –  

1. The SLS will support and help promote the Mid York Regional 

Read.  This year’s theme is “Grassroots Read” with a celebration of 

local agriculture.  This year’s event will break the mold of the one 

book program, and will instead feature three books with the related 

theme of agriculture.  The books featured are: The Dirty Life: A 

Memoir of Farming, Food, and Love, by Kristin Kimball, for adult 

and advanced readers; Potatoes on Rooftops: Farming in the City, by 

Hadley Dyer, for middle-grade readers; and Tops & Bottoms, by 

Janet Stevens, for young and beginning readers.  More information 

will be forthcoming, along with information on how to be involved 

in this event.  

2. The SLS will work with CLRC in providing volunteers to help staff 

their booth at the New York State Fair.  There will also be precision 

book cart teams, and volunteers are welcome.   

VII. Other Business –  

a. Heather Urtz shared that Mid York will be hosting a Maker Space class on 

August 27, from one to four p.m.  They are working in conjunction with 

CLRC on this program. One hour of the program will be an ALA webinar on 

Maker Spaces. 

b. Deirdre Joyce shared that there will be a Mobile Devices in the Classroom 

program at Syracuse University on July 19.  CLRC will subsidize the cost of 

tuition, and will reimburse participants who travel from other counties and 

carpool with other participants.   

c. Mid York has recently obtained access to Zinio, which allows users to access 

periodicals on their electronic devices, at no charge.  The rollout of the 

product has been smooth, with very few problems encountered by patrons.   

d. In July Mid York will launch a recorded books service, with one click access 

to digital e-audio books.   

VIII. OPALS - Recently Pat was contacted by the Madison-Oneida and Jefferson-

Lewis SLS Directors regarding satisfaction with OPALS automation.  They expressed 

concern about the Regional Union Catalog and some complaints that users have about 

the quality of marc records in the catalog.  They proposed a formal inquiry into the 

possibility of switching to Mandarin automation.  Pat canvassed our librarians in 

attendance at theC3 meeting, and there was universal agreement that they did not 



want to switch automation systems and had no interest in exploring a change.  They 

expressed the opinion that while there were some bad marc records in the catalog, 

overall the system worked very well and they were very happy with the OPALS 

software.  Pat requested official direction from the Advisory Council on the position 

they wanted her to take on this issue.  A motion was made that there be no movement 

to change automation products or to explore the issue further.  Leeann Dooley so 

moved; Wendy Egresits seconded the motion.  Motion passed with six members in 

favor and two abstentions.   

IX. Motion to Adjourn: Heather Urtz, seconded by Wendy Egresits.  Meeting adjourned 

at 2:20.p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

cc:  Building Principal/Supervisor 

Ken Ford Howard Mettelman  

Mark Vivacqua Mary Beth Farr 

 


